America’s

The National Wildlife Refuge System
extraording ry ]‘JI daces is an extraordinary collection of wildlands.

B } Frorm Arciic tundi 10 the ropics, from isands ond atolls
in the Paciic to tho moumiaing, prainos, dosa s, farosts, iheorns,
N at I 0 n a l lokes, seoshores, ond swarmps . the KNational Vildlife Refugsa
Syatarn compaisos a remorkakie systarm of lands and wates
assanticl o wildile and impaortant for paople,

| m
WI I d I Ife Yiat, the Refugs System hos been colled “americo's
Hiddan Lands” - dua 1o 15 obscure position within the 118,
Fish and Wildiife Sarvice and the lock al public awaranosg

of gur Malional Wildlife Refugas. The Nalicnal Widlife Refuae
Systorm encompoassos:

* WA than %5 rllien acres - an arec reughly e siee of
wtontanc;

« Jd0 individunl Refuges - Relugeasin all 50 states, Puarto
Rico, thie LS Virgin lsiands, and Pacilic Ocean teniioles
ained iskands;

= Borme 3000 waterlow! production areas in tha proide
pothole reglon of the Narthern Flains:

« A tue Trefuge” for over 2000 species of wildlife and
5% ol Ihe Ihreatened and andangerad specias in fhe
United States;

= A ounigue wildiite Mwildionds experience for neaily Tory
reillican visitors annally.

“Nearly a centuryold, it'stume the
National Wildlife !wfugje Systent atigins
the organizational stature necessary!
to fulfill its promises for
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.buried in bureaueracy

Looks are daecaeiving. Behind the boouwtiful scenarny of
Refugos thaere arge major Blemishes on tha organizational
structure for administanng and managing these londs;
saraus flaws which diminish the palental of The Matianal
Witdlite Refuge Systerm to fulfill its mession,

The Refuge System is administerod by the WS Fish and
Wikdiite Service, an agency within the Dapartmaent ol tha
Inferion Cwer the years, tha Fish and Wildfife Sarvice hos
oy undil it s new ovarwhelmed by diverse and
cormipeting esponsibilitios,

time for dction. ..

The Blua Goose Allionce, a nationol nonprofit
canserealion organizalion, was (ormaed 1o promole the
astoblishrnent of The Mafional Wildlifc Refuge Seevice as a
soparnate agency wilthin ihe WS, Deparmment af inberbor, Onby
through agenoy stafos will The Refuge Systom, ond the lancs
cand wildlife it conssmves, reach their Tull potential.

Like othar federal land monogamant agancies, Refuoes
racc an arganlzational structure hot enaltdes therm o rmeet
their promiss for 1he Tutune,

« Aod yaur valca to the growing nurmber of people who
cre advoacating o Maticnal Wildlite Refuge Service. Learn
rmicre aboll the issucs affocting tha Mationol Wildlife Refuge
Systern.

W EXpiEss your support for effective management of
Mational Wilclife Reluges 1o your Sanators cnd
Representatives.

¢ dain the Blue Goosa Alliconceal

studied for decades...

The Blue Goose Allonce is
nal 1he first crganization fo
recagnize the obstacles 1o §
suScaess [or the Refuge
Gystem. Owvar the years,
anviranmenial crganizalions
and distinguishaed spacial
cammitteas have studied the Refuge croanization and
proposed refarm for aur Reluge System,

Sorne forly studies and reports hove all amphasizad he
plight of the Reluge Syslem,

1pne - Audubxon National Wildlifte Reluge Campaign,
Aurraniea s Hidlclary Lanos, racommancls:
"Creafe the National Wildlife Refuge Service, o
bureau within the Deparfment of the Interior thert
waould have as ifs sole responsibility fhe
promofion and adminlstrafion of the National
Wildllife Refuge Sysiem.”

1996 - The ook Staking oot e Terain, by Jeonne Clork ond
Canie MocCool statas:

“The Fish and Wildlife Service has the most
chaotic organizafion hisfory of seven federal
resource organizations studied.”

1992 - Dalenders of Wildlile commissiansd a epant fitled
“Fritbing Wilcliife st T In the report, ane option o elaiming
the Retuge Systerm wos:

"to remove refuges from the Fish and

Wildlife Service, establishing a new Wild-

life Refuge Service.”

1938 - Assistant Secretary of the Intancn, Ratza Herbst
cppointed the Moatonal Wildife Refugea Stucy Task Forca,
Their report stated:

s (Refuges) current lack of recognition is
intolerable. The world’s foremost collection
of wildlife habitat and wildlands deserves
higher public visibilify."

1968 - . Starker Leopold savs in 1he Aclvisory Boord on
Wildiife Monogement report;

“There must be substantial sfrengthening
of cenlral administrative authority in the
Division of Wildlife Refuges.™






